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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Monday - October 28, 2002
C In the West, dry weather continues to promote autumn fieldwork.  Although cool weather is overspreading

the Northwest, soils remain too dry in many locations to support normal winter wheat establishment.

C On the Plains, showers continue to benefit pastures and winter grains across the southern areas, although
increasingly wet fields are slowing summer crop harvesting and threatening the quality of open-boll cotton. 
Meanwhile on the northern half of the Plains, limited soil moisture and cold conditions are limiting winter
wheat development.

C In the Corn Belt, showers are slowing final summer crop harvesting but aiding recently planted winter
wheat across southern and eastern portions of the region.  Meanwhile in the upper Mississippi Valley,
where cold, dry weather prevails, frequently delayed corn and soybean harvests are slowly progressing
slowly due to still-soggy fields.

C In the South, fields remain too wet in parts of the lower Mississippi Valley to complete summer crop
harvesting.  Elsewhere in the region, including the southern Atlantic States, scattered showers and
thunderstorms are slowing fieldwork but replenishing soil moisture reserves.

Outlook: A pair of weak weather disturbances will bring periods of rain to the southern Plains, lower and
middle Mississippi Valley, Southeast, Ohio Valley, and Mid-Atlantic States.  Meanwhile, rain and snow
showers will return to the upper Midwest, northern and central Plains, and northern Rockies, while a hard
freeze will occur in the Pacific Northwest as a strong Canadian high-pressure system builds into the region. 
Elsewhere, dry weather is expected in the Desert Southwest and Northeast.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for
November 2-6 calls for above-normal precipitation in the Southwest and Great Basin, while below-normal
precipitation is forecast for the northern one-third of the Nation as well as the Ohio Valley and Mid-Atlantic
States. Below-normal temperatures are expected across the eastern half of the U.S., while near- to slightly
above-normal temperatures will prevail in the northern Plains, northern Rockies, and Pacific Northwest.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


